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Preface
This volume contains 14 contributions from international scholars from eight
countries (Germany, India, Austria, Rumania, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, USA). All contributions have their methodological background in quantitative linguistics, although with some overlap to other branches of linguistics like
corpus linguistics, cognitive linguistics, and psycholinguistics.
In the first section, “Lexical Semantics”, the contributions are devoted to
the statistical analysis of collocations (substantives plus modal verbs) in German,
to selected problems of the polysemy of semantic fields in English, to the diachronic analysis of semantic concepts in English, and to the statistical analysis of
concept structures by means of associative analysis. The common background of
these contributions is an attempt at analyzing concepts of cognitive linguistics
and cross-cultural linguistics from a statistical and quantitative point of view. All
in all, the contributions give a good overview of the methodological and
theoretical state of the art in this particular branch of linguistics. This work is a
starting point for the formulation of some general deductive hypotheses as
usually required in quantitative linguistics.
The second section, “Text and script analysis”, contains papers about the
frequency structure of texts, based on the analysis of word form frequencies. On
the one hand some text indicators are tested empirically, and on the other hand
some new quantitative indicators of the thematic concentration in texts are
presented. Syntactical issues are discussed on the level of sentence lengths (with
a focus on data homogeneity) and selected problems of context comparison are
analyzed by the means of combinatorial methods. Two papers are devoted to
research of phonetics/semantics (sound symbolism) and to the quantitative
analysis of an African script.
The third section, “Words and word classes”, contains papers devoted to
some morphological and morphosyntactical problems. One paper is a continuation of works within the Göttingen Project on Length Distribution in Linguistics
and focuses on word length frequencies in Norwegian. Another paper discusses
selected problems of a quantitative classification of part-of-speech systems. Furthermore, German substantive compounds are analyzed with regard to their frequency of occurrence and their combinations with some lexical classes. Finally,
one further paper is devoted to the morphological and phonological word structure in Ukrainian and Indonesian, where an interpretation of the parameters of
Menzerath’s law is offered.
As a whole, the omnibus volume gives a good overview of the recent
development in selected branches of quantitative linguistics and quantitative text
analysis. We would like to thank our contributors for their effectiveness and
productiveness in the process of editing this second omnibus volume of the
“Studies in Quantitative Linguistics”.
Emmerich Kelih
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